
Present: 

Call to Order: 

TOWN OF COMOX 
Minutes of the Special Council Meeting 

held in d'Esterre House on Monday, August 7, 2017 

Mayor 

Councillors 

P. lves 

R. Arnott, K. Grant, M. Grant, H. MacKinnon, 
B. Price, M. Swift 

The meeting was called to order at 1:00pm 

1. FREEDOM OF THE TOWN: 

a. Confer Freedom of the Town 
�~�r�.� John Marinus 

Mayor lves addressed the audience as follows: 

"In calling to order this Special Council Meeting for an extraordinary and significant purpose, I 
know that my colleagues extend with me a warm welcome to our honoured guests and citizens. 
The purpose of this Special Meeting of Council is to conferthe Freedom of the Town of Comox 
on Mr. John Marinus. 

The tradition of granting the Freedom of the City or, in this case, Freedom of the Town, to an 
individual or military unit dates back more than three centuries. The decision to grant this 
symbolic freedom rests with the Council of the day. It is not given lightly and, in fact, it is only the 
eighth time that this honour has been bestowed by the Town of Comox since its incorporation 71 
years ago. 

We pay John Marinus this highest honour to show him our sincere appreciation for his fine efforts 
in the many activities and achievements in our community. 

John, Johannes Jozephus Marinus was born in Gilze, Holland. While Holland holds many happy 
memories, it also had its frightening moments. 
The eldest of six children John Jr., was responsible for taking the supper soup pot down to the 
Gilze creamery to get soup. On February 26, 1945, when John was only 8, and while standing in 
the soup line, a bomb was dropped. Several people in the line including people in the house 
across the street died. Thankfully John survived (he suffered a concussion), and when his family 
found him, he was still holding his soup pot, although the bottom had been blown out. 

In April of 1953, John Jr., along with his mother and father, siblings and cousin Joe, immigrated to 
Canada in April of 1953. Good luck brought the Marinus family to settle in the Comox Valley 
where John attended Tsolum School, albeit for a brief period along with attending night school to 
learn English. John found himself apprenticing under Mr. Macarthur who, at the time, owned 
Anchor garage. While apprenticing, John obtained his Certificate of Completion in the Selected 
Units-Automobile Course offered through International Correspondence Schools the latter part of 
1959. This led John to purchasing the Anchor garage from Mr. Macarthur, when he was offered 
this opportunity a few years later. John went on to own and operate Anchor Garage for the next 
39 years until he retired in 1995. Throughout this time, John also met the love of his life Lynne 
whom he married in 1987. 
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Although John was busy running his garage, being a newlywed and father to six children, he also 
found time to serve his community as a member of the Comox Volunteer Fire Department for 
thirty-seven years. During this time, John received the British Columbia Fire Services Act medal 
and a medal for Exemplary Service. 

John is a life member of the Comox Legion Branch 160, a life member of the Knights of 
Columbus, a charter member of the Probus Club and a long serving member of the Rotary Club 
of Comox where he selflessly contributed to numerous rotary projects as well as hosting 
exchange students. While John is passionate about community service, he is also passionate 
about stamp collecting and soccer. John has spent many hours collecting, sorting and enjoying 
stamps from all over the world. John also enjoyed playing soccer from an early age and later as 
a referee of the game. John also spent many years coaching women's softball and slow pitch. 

John also found time to serve as a member of Town Council from 1993 - 2008. John viewed his 
time on Council as an opportunity to give back to the community in addition, to help get things 
done. Although retired, John continues to be actively involved in many community events; 
various fund raising endeavours and of course, stamp collecting. 

We are here today and honoured to be joined by members of John's family and friends as we 
confer this prestigious honour on John." 

MOTION REQUEST: 

COUNCILLOR GRANT: 

COUNCILLOR PRICE: 

MAYOR: 

MAYOR: 

MAYOR TO Mr. Marinus: 

"Mayor calls on Councillor Marg Grant to formally move a motion to 
confer the Freedom of the Town of Comox to Mr. Marinus. 

"In accordance with the resolution of Council on July 5, 2017, passed 
under statutory powers, I move that the Freedom of the Town of Comox 
be formally conferred upon Mr. Marinus". 

"I take pleasure in seconding the motion". 

"You have heard the motion conferring the Freedom of the Town 
upon Mr. Marinus. Those in favour please stand". 

"I am pleased to declare the motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY by a 
standing vote". 

{2017.216 -- CARRIED) 

"Mr. Marinus, it is requested that you take this Declaration before the 
Administrator, Mr. Richard Kanigan". 

Mr. Marinus DECLARES AS FOLLOWS: 

"1, John J. J. Marinus, of Comox, British Columbia, do declare that I 
possess all the qualifications by law required to receive the Freedom 
of the Town of Comox and I hereby acknowledge and accept this 
honour now conferred on me by Town Council; 

AND I FURTHER DECLARE that in the exercise of the rights and 
privileges to which I have become entitled ex-officio, that I will 
observe and perform all the duties and obligations by law incumbent 
on me". 

MAYOR PRESENTS CERTIFICATE of FREEMAN TO Mr. Marinus 
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MAYOR 

Adjournment: 

"Having completed the formal requirements of the Special Meeting of 
Council , may I present to Mr. Marinus the key to the Town and a 
Certificate of Council's Resolution declaring the Freedom of the 
Town of Comox. The Certificate reads as follows: 

"The Council of the Town of Comox, by the powers vested by 
Statute and the resolution passed by Council, by unanimous vote, 
hereby confers upon John Johannes Jozephus Marinus the highest 
honour that a municipality may bestow upon a person, the honour of 
Freedom of the Municipality in recognition of his distinguished 
service to the community and the Comox Volunteer Fire Department. 

Presented at the ceremony, this ih day of August, 2017 and in 
witness thereof, signed by the members of Council and affixed with 
the seal of the municipality, at Comox, British Columbia. 

Regularly moved and seconded that the meeting adjourn at 1:12 pm. 
Certified correct pursuant to Section 97 ( 1 )(b) of the Community Charter. 

/ (______ CARRIED 

/ 

SPECIAL MEETING OF MONDAY, AUGUST 7, 2017 Approved: September 6, 2017 Page3 


